
How to support your child 

with writing  



What do you need to know to support 

your child with writing? 

- Key terminology in the teaching of Phonics.

- How to pronounce the sounds accurately.

- How a child blends and segments words. 

- What we do in school to teach your child to write. 

- What we expect by the end of Reception.



The key terminology 



Pronouncing the sounds correctly 



Segmenting 

Your child has been 

taught 44 sounds in 

total, this consists of -

- 24 single sounds

- 17 digraphs 

- 3 trigraphs

You have all had a copy 

of the sound mat we 

use in school, we have 

them out whenever we 

are writing. 



Oral Blending 
At home you can have a go at segmenting these words 

as your child is getting ready. 

Can you get your 

c-oa-t and b-oo-t-

s. 

It is s-u-n-s-e-t. 
Can you b-r-u-sh your 

t-ee-th

Can you get your

H-e-l-m-e-t. 

Let’s go to the sh-o-

p. 



Writing captions

►

► . 



Handwriting 

- Our handwriting is taught 

through our Phonics lessons.

- Once children develop the 

habit of incorrect letter 

formation it is very hard to 

un-teach. 

Around the astronaut’s 

helmet and down into space.



It doesn’t need to be complicated… 

You can make a simple 

sentence. Break up the 

sentence you want to 

write….

A big red bus. 

Encourage your child to 

say it as they are writing 

A- big- red- bus. 

Talk about leaving a 

finger space between the 

words. 



What we expect at the end of Reception

In Reception we aim for all of your children to meet the Early Learning Goals 

which means they achieve a good level of development and are secure in their 

learning and ready for Year 1.  



Writing with your child 

- Segment the word first.
- Identify how many sounds 

you need using your fingers. 
- This word needs 5 sounds. 
- We call these sound buttons



Now it’s your turn to segment this word. 



Now it’s your turn to segment this word. 

This word has 5 

sounds in. 



Writing a sentence 

Can you think of a 

sentence to match 

this picture?

A duck in a pond. 

Let’s have a go at 

writing this. 




