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Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



1. What Phonics is and how it is taught at Broughton Community Schools

2. The vocabulary surrounding Phonics that the children are taught

3. How to pronounce the sounds or phonemes

4. How to support your child to blend sounds to read and segment words 
to write

5. What we would like you to do at home with your child to support them 
with Phonics and reading

6. The importance of a love of reading

What this session aims to support 
parents/carers to know



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle have a 
fantastic parent webpage 
which we suggest all 
parents/carers have a look 
at. 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 
Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. 
We sometimes simply call this a ‘sound’,
Grapheme - A letter or group of letters used to represent a particular 
phoneme when writing. 

Blend - To combine individual phonemes into a whole word, working all 
the way through from left to right.

Digraph - A grapheme using two letters to represent one phoneme. 

Segment - To identify each of the individual phonemes in a word, 
working all the way through from left to right, in order to write. 

Trigraph – A grapheme using three letters to represent one phoneme. 



We teach all sounds in a set order

It is vital parents/carers use the letter sounds, not the letter names. 
We only teach the children lowercase letters initially. When writing 
their names the first letter should be a capital letter and the rest 
should be lowercase. 



Some of the sounds parents/carers struggle to 
pronounce



The sounds become more complex

Quick! It’s the queen!

Chew the cherries, children.



The sounds become more complex

Share the shells.

Thumbs up, we’re having 
fun. 



The sounds become more complex

Bling on a ring.

I think I am pink.



How to pronounce all of the sounds and 
alternatives the children are taught

On the landing page of the Little Wandle parents’ website, there are videos that show 
you how to pronounce all of the sounds. You can also play these videos to your 
children so they can join in and practise the sounds that way. 



Our progression
This document can be found on the 
Phonics page of our school website 
or on the Little Wandle parent 
website. 

https://www.broughtoncommunityschools.com/phonics/


How we make learning stick

• There are specific resources for the Little Wandle Programme which the children will be very familiar with. 
• Each sound that we teach to begin with has either a mnemonic (like the astronaut that you can see here) or a 

phrase like boing-boing for ‘oi’. This helps the children recognise and remember the graphemes. 
• Every time we teach a new sound, we also read words during the phonics lesson that contain that new sound so 

that the children practise what they have learned. 
• We then go on to reading a sentence containing some of those words. 
• We have displays in the classroom and on the tables to support the children throughout the day. 



Blending to read words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

After teaching the children the first four phonemes/sounds 
(s a t p), your child’s class teacher will have started 
teaching them to blend. This is practised in every Phonics 
lesson as well as during reading practice sessions. 

The aim is for all of the children in Reception to be 
blending by Christmas. 

Any children who are struggling to remember the sounds, 
or to say them, have additional support each day in school. 
The same applies to any children who are unable to blend 
independently. 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach


Let’s blend some words together

Does this word contain any digraphs, trigraphs or split digraphs? Can you identify them before reading the word?
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Let’s blend some words together

Does this word contain any digraphs, trigraphs or split digraphs? Can you identify them before reading the word?



How to support your child to blend fluently

• Ultimately, fluency comes from practice. When a child can blend, and therefore 
read fluently, they begin to be able to listen to and comprehend what they are 
reading, which is vital. 

• Oral blending is an important first step, if your child can blend sounds you say, 
they will learn to blend sounds that they say as they’re reading. For example, 
“Please tidy your t-oy-s.”, “It’s time for d-i-nn-er.”, ”What did you have for l-u-n-
ch?”, “What word am I saying? B-a-g.”

• Get your child to read to you 5 times a week, read to your child every day and 
practise sound and word flashcards whenever possible.

• Get your child to re-read words and sentences.
• Get your child to read to different family members and friends. 



Reading tricky words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach


Spelling

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes 
they have been taught.

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have 
handwriting lessons.



• Say the word

• Segment the sounds

• Count the sounds

• Write them down

How do we teach spelling?



How do we find the right book for your child?



Books going home



Wordless books are invaluable as they teach 
reading behaviours and early reading skills to 
children who are not blending – yet!

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images and develop a story with 
them if possible. 

• Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

Reading a wordless books



Reading wordless books

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome


Reading wordless books



Reading wordless books
What’s 
happened on 
this page? 
How do you 
think the lady 
is feeling?

You learnt 
the ‘w’ sound 
today, can 
you see 
anything with 
the ‘w’ sound 
in?

Why do you think the person with the 
dog is running? What sound does 
‘running’ start with?

What’s this? (point) Why do you 
think there are two clocks?

Why do you think the lady is 
changing her shoes? Where 
did she get the new shoes 
from? Do you carry spare 
shoes around with you? Why do you 

think the man 
reading the 
newspaper is 
looking at the 
lady changing 
her shoes?

What do you 
think will 
happen next?

Can you segment the sounds in the 
word bus?

Why do you 
think the lady 
was running to 
catch the bus? 
What happens if 
you miss a bus?



• Your child should be able to read their book 
without your help.

• They might sound out words and blend 
them before they read them fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate their 
success.

• We aim for 95% accuracy at least.

• Read the book more than once, they should 
be able to read their book without needing 
to blend the words.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Listening to your child read their phonics book



Listening to your child read their phonics book
Where is the pan? 
What do we use 
pans for? What is 
this person using it 
for?

Why does it say pat pat? Who is patting? 
What are they patting?

Is the child patting the pan 
enjoying themselves? How do you 
know?

Who do you think 
the child is 
performing for? 
What makes you 
think they’re family 
members?

Which room in the 
house do you think 
they’re in and why?

The little girl on 
the sofa is 
covering her 
ears. Why do 
you think that 
is?

What do you think the zig-zags 
next to the pan show?

There’s a cat in the picture. Can you 
segment the word cat? c – a - t

What do you think 
will happen on the 
next page of the 
story?

Do you remember the 
drum you had when you 
were younger? What 
about the time you made 
a drumkit out of our 
saucepans?



Listening to your child read their phonics book

Refer to the 
page numbers 
so your child 
is aware of 
them. 

If your child has to 
blend any words, 
get them to re-
read the sentence 
and explain it’s so 
they can read it 
fluently.  

Discuss any 
punctuation.

Do you think this is a story/fiction book or 
an information/non-fiction book? Why?

Can you read the labels? 
What’s a label?

How many 
sounds are in the 
word ’weeds’? (4 
– w-ee-d-s)
Which digraph is 
in the word fish? 
(sh) Can you see 
any other 
digraphs on this 
page?

What else can you see in the 
rock pool?

Do you remember when we went 
to the beach and saw a rockpool? 
What was in it?

Do you think these 
things are always in 
rockpools?



Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



We recommend you practice reading 
phoneme flashcards with your child every 
day.
- Use them to make short words

- Put them up around the house or your child’s bedroom

- Only practice them for a short amount of time

- Your child’s class teacher may let you know if they need to 
practice certain phonemes

- Let your child play the role of the teacher!

- Little Wandle sell ‘At home’ flashcard packs. There are 2 
packs for the sounds taught in Reception and 1 pack for the 
sounds taught in Year 1. They’re around £7 a pack –
Christmas is just around the corner!

Flashcards
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-
Phonics-Flashcards-
Reception/dp/000856373X/ref=sr_1_1_sspa
?crid=I79BXO2PUT07&keywords=little+wan
dle+at+home&qid=1700667648&sprefix=litt
le+wandle+at%2Caps%2C181&sr=8-1-
spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY
&psc=1

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little
-Wandle-Phonics-Flashcards-
Reception/dp/000858754X/ref=sr
_1_2_sspa?crid=I79BXO2PUT07&
keywords=little+wandle+at+hom
e&qid=1700667648&sprefix=little
+wandle+at%2Caps%2C181&sr=8
-2-
spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1
zcF9hdGY&psc=1

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-Home-
Phonics-
Flashcards/dp/0008563748/ref=sr_1_3?crid=I79B
XO2PUT07&keywords=little+wandle+at+home&qi
d=1700667648&sprefix=little+wandle+at%2Caps
%2C181&sr=8-3

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-Phonics-Flashcards-Reception/dp/000856373X/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=I79BXO2PUT07&keywords=little+wandle+at+home&qid=1700667648&sprefix=little+wandle+at%2Caps%2C181&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-Phonics-Flashcards-Reception/dp/000858754X/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=I79BXO2PUT07&keywords=little+wandle+at+home&qid=1700667648&sprefix=little+wandle+at%2Caps%2C181&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-Home-Phonics-Flashcards/dp/0008563748/ref=sr_1_3?crid=I79BXO2PUT07&keywords=little+wandle+at+home&qid=1700667648&sprefix=little+wandle+at%2Caps%2C181&sr=8-3


Our recommendation for supporting your child 
with their Phonics and reading at home

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Practice reading a 
small selection of 
flashcards (make 
sure you include 
the sound your 
child learnt that 
day) and tricky 

words

Read your child’s 
reading book for 5-
10 minutes (don’t 
forget the before 
and after reading 

pages)

Practice reading a 
small selection of 
flashcards (make 
sure you include 
the sounds your 
child learnt that 
week) and tricky 

words

Read your child’s 
library/reading for 
pleasure book to 

them

Practice reading a 
small selection of 
flashcards (make 
sure you include 
the sounds your 
child learnt that 
week) and tricky 

words

Read your child’s 
reading book for 5-
10 minutes (don’t 
forget the before 
and after reading 

pages)

Practice reading a 
small selection of 
flashcards (make 
sure you include 
the sounds your 
child learnt that 
week) and tricky 

words

Your child’s reading 
book may have 

been collected in 
so why not read 

their 
library/reading for 

pleasure book 
together?

Practice reading a 
small selection of 
flashcards (make 
sure you include 
the sounds your 
child learnt that 
week) and tricky 

words

Read your child’s 
reading book for 5-
10 minutes (don’t 
forget the before 
and after reading 

pages)

Read a book you 
have at home 

together

Make sure your child (and you) are having fun, and if you’re not, try again 
the next day!



Activities you can do with your child

- Segment instructions e.g. “Go and put on your c-oa-t please.” and “Please 
can you tidy away your t-oy-s.”

- Ask them to segment (and write possibly) a word or sentence each day.
- Spot sounds and small words when you’re out and about and get your child 

to read them.
- Use different media to practice writing e.g. chalk on the patio, a cup of water 

and a paintbrush for ‘writing’ on the patio, shed or fence, ‘write’ letters 
using your finger in a sand tray, make letters out of playdough.

- Make a set of flashcards with your child.
- Pin your flashcards to the fences in your garden or at the park. Call out the 

sounds for your child to run/hop/skip/jump/march/crawl to.
- In the supermarket get your child to find items that begin with or have a 

certain sound in.



Activity

This week the children in Reception have 
been taught the following sounds and tricky 
words:

ff ll ss j put pull full as

1. Ask your child to read the new sounds 
they’ve learnt this week.

2. Draw the sound buttons on the blending 
words together (dots and dashes) and 
practise blending them. 

3. Read the tricky words and discuss what 
makes them tricky (the bits in bold). 

4. Ask your child to write the words. 



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


