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Reading a book and talking about it has a 
positive impact on children’s ability to:

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills

• develop imagination

• develop positive attitudes to reading

• compose stories in writing

Why read with your child at home?

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year 
longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J.

“The main aim of storytelling is 
to breathe life into the 

words.”



The number of books your child has encountered by 
the age of five is a 
positive predictor of their reading 
ability range of vocabulary.
Here’s how many words children would have heard by the time they were 5 
years old: 

Never read to, 4,662 words; 

1–2 times per week, 63,570 words; 

3–5 times per week, 169,520 words; 

daily, 296,660 words; 

291,998 words difference between no reading and reading daily

Why does reading together 
every day matter?



• Word reading (decoding) - reading 
unfamiliar words, blending the sounds that 
correspond to the letters

• Comprehension - the way we make sense of 
the words

• Reading for Pleasure - transform attitude 
to reading - finding what they love

Word reading and language comprehension 
require different sorts of teaching.

The simple view of reading



EYFS: Daily phonics Phase 1 - phase 4, small 
group shared reading (decodable books), 
library book (reading for pleasure)

Year 1: Daily phonics, small group shared 
reading (decodable books), library book 
(reading for pleasure)

Year 2: Daily phonics for Autumn, Bridge to 
Spelling, shared reading (decodable books -
fluency), library book (reading for pleasure)

Key Stage 2: Guided reading (4 times a 
week) focuses on vocabulary, inference, 
retrieval.

How do we teach reading in 
school?



Suggestions for reading material other than the 
traditional book.

Magazines

Audiobooks

Recipes

Menus

Game instructions

Labels

Travel brochures

Signs in shops

What our parents/carers 
wanted to know



How to encourage reluctant readers.

- Your child probably hasn’t found the right books 
yet as there is something out there for everyone!

- Shared reading
- Lots of praise
- A range of reading materials (see the previous 

slide)
- Rewards for reading
- Get a library card and visit it regularly
- Family story times
- Nursery rhymes

What our parents/carers 
wanted to know



Potential barriers to children developing a 
love of reading

- Readers don’t always see genuine role models

Children should read for pleasure without shame - it is up to the 
individual which books they want to read.

Children should be allowed to choose what books they want to (and 
don’t want to) read for pleasure.



Potential barriers to children developing 
a love of reading

- Fear of judgement

“Should I like this book? Is this correct for my age group?”

Book talk is important as it opens up more options and ideas for what 
children may choose.



Potential barriers to children developing a 
love of reading

- Readers don’t always want to read the same thing

Peers, teachers and adults at home should all be seen as positive 
reading role models.

This should involve talking about genuine aspects of reading, for 
examples “This book isn’t for me right now, I am going to choose 
something else.”

Up to the age of 9, parents/carers are the most significant role models, 
then it becomes teachers and peers (NLT, 2009)



Potential barriers to children developing a 
love of reading

- Children don’t always find it easy to concentrate

Environment can be a barrier.

Emotions, grief and difficult times in life can make it hard to focus.

Talk to your child about their reading habits - where / when do they like 
to read? Who do they like reading to?



A suggested book list for each year group.
These have been printed and stuck into reading 
records.
Copies are available at the back of the room.
Many of the recommended books will be 
available in school. 

What our parents/carers 
wanted to know



What should we do if our child reads a word 
incorrectly?

Always reassure your child that it’s ok to get it wrong! 
You should model making mistakes when you read to 
your child. 

You could:
- Tell them what the word is and move on
- Ask them to have another try
- Say the sounds in the word for them so they can 

blend it orally
- Repeat back to them what they’ve said to see if 

they can identify their mistake

What our parents/carers 
wanted to know



What should we be writing in the reading 
records?

Keep it simple! Record the date, the book 
they read and how much of it they read. 

You could also include:

- Who they read with
- If they found anything difficult
- How much they could read on sight
- Please don’t write messages for the 

staff in there, we would rather speak 
with you face to face.

Years 5 and 6 - blogs and reviews

What our parents/carers 
wanted to know



How to support the reading of longer words.  

We teach all children to ‘chunk words up’. If your 
child is trying to read a longer word and you tell 
them to chunk it up, they will have heard this 
phrase before.

lap-top gett-ing fan-tas-tic

Little Wandle have a video on their website that 
shows you how chunking up works: 
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/search/?_search
=chunk

What our parents/carers 
wanted to know

Use the handy search 
function tool at the top of 
the webpage to find what 
you’re looking for!

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/search/?_search=chunk


Recommended books that my child can read at 
home with support. 

What our parents/carers 
wanted to know

Each week, your child 
will bring home a 
reading book that we 
have selected. This is 
closely matched to 
their reading ability. 
This is what we 
recommend they read 
at home with support 
if needed.

Your child will 
also bring home 
a reading for 
pleasure book 
each week. This 
is the book 
you’ll use to 
develop your 
child’s love of 
reading. 



Anything specific parents should do when reading 
books to their children. 

• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 
changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:
• Introduce new and exciting language.
• Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.
• Make up sentences together.
• Find different words to use.
• Describe things you see.

What our parents/carers 
wanted to know



Questions?


